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Hon, A, (+. JENKINS: In lien of the
words proposed to be inserted by Di.
S8aw | suggest the following subclause:—

Wheu any persons subject to ex-
amination or defention under this sec-
tion are found not to be suffering from
venereal disease in an infective condi-
tion they shall be entitled, ss of right,
fo mspect any wrilten statement made

to the Commissioner and fo have a

\’erlﬁed copy of every such statement.

The CHAFRMAN: T think the hon.
member had beltter pui that amendment
on the Notice Paper as an alternative
to Dr. Saw’s amendment.

Hon, A. v, JENKINS:
will do that.

Very well, T

[The President resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported,

MTouse adjonrned ot G.f p.m.
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{ordered on motion by Mr. E. B. Joln-
ston). 2, Retwn of Agricultural Bank
operations (ordered on motion by Mr.
Harrison). 3, Lands Department, report
for year ended 30th June, 1915.

By the Premier: {‘ommissioner of Tax-
ation, Seventh Annual Report.

By the Minister for Works: Municipal
Corporations Act, 1906, by-laws to regn-
late motor and other traffie.

QUESTION — YANDANOOKA ES-
TATE, PARLIAMENTARY VISTT,
Mr. MALE asked the Minister for Ag-

rieulture: 1, What was fhe cost of tak-

ing the Parliamentary party te Yanda-
nooka last week? 2, Was a special train
provided? Tf so, was it supplied by the

Government railways, or did the Mid-

tand Railway Co. supply it. and. if so,
at what cost? .
The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-

TURE replied: 1, The total cost of the
Parliamentary visit to the Yandanooka
farm, ineluding the special train, was
£74 10s. 2, A special frain wns provided,
for which we contributed €25 to the Mid-
land Railway Company.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL
BANK OPERATIONS.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (for Mr. Har-
rison) asked the Mimister for Agricul-
ture: When will the return relating to
Agriculinral Bank operations, for which
a motion was passed by the House on the
15th September, be laid upon the Table
of the House?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE, in reply, presented the return in
question.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

On motion by Mr. MecDOWALL the
time for bringing up the report of the
joint zelect committee on money bills
procedure was extended for a week.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motien by Mr. MALE (Kimberley)
leave of absence for two weeks granted
to the member for Wagin (Mr. 8.
Stubbs) on the ground of ill-health.

BILL — GENERAL LOAN AND IN-
SCRIBED S8TOCK ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [3.7] in moving the
second reading said: ‘This Bill is for the
purpose of amending Section 18 of the
General Loan.and Inseribed Stock Aet,
which section provides that ihe maximum
rate of interest to he paid on stock shall
be 4 per eent. 1 think hon. members will
appreciate the fact that at {he present
juncture it is not possible to obtain
money at 4 per cent., and that it is not
desirable we shounld afiempt fo raise
money at the present juncture with a
relativelv enormous discount. In point
of faet, it is better, if we ean, to obtain
money at par even if the rate of interest
is increased, so that we may have avail-
able the money otherwise represented by
discount. [ am asking that lhe prineipal
Act should be amended by raising the
maximum rate of interest from 4 per
cent. to 5. Some other States, I lLelieve,
have asked for as high a rate as H1% per
cent,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What are the
latest rates that have been paid on flota-
tion of loans?

The PREMIER: Ne Australian loans
have heen raised latterly except ihrough
the Commonwealth Government, and that
loan has worked out at 414 per cent. so
far. It will not be possible to decide the
exact rate of interest until the entire loan
has been made available hy the Imwerial
authorities [o the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, when the rate will be adjusted. In
the meantime, we have issued Treasury
bills on which we are paying 414 per
cent. In any case the rate of interest on
the Ioan raised by the Commonwealth will
not exceed 4%, per cent., so that this
amending Bill will meet that position.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Apy further money required we shall not
be able to get for less than 5 per cent., -
unless it is raised at heavy discount. Per-
sonally, I prefer to raise loans at par.
I may point out that the limitation of the
rate of inferest payable on stock in the
General Loan and Inscribed Stock Aect is
really not worth anything; because when
one is raising money under a limitation
of 4 per cent., and is not able to obtain
it at par for that rate, one has to give
an equivalent by allowing a discount, The
result probably may be that one pays 414
per cent. for the whole loan. From the
point of view of the bondholder it
amounfs to the same thing, bal it is not
the same thing from the point of view of
the State, which receives only the amoant
of the difference between var and the
discount. I consider that the rate of 5
per eent. for which I ask will be sufficient
for the time being. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
iime. :
Hon, FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

[3.10]: I agree with the Premier that we
shall have to increase the rate of interest
beyond what it Lias been up to the preseni
time, no matter how relnctant we might
be to do so in normal conditions. The
money market is a peculiar institution,
which borrowers have to face. Borrowers
must eonform to tlhe conditions of the
money market at the time they want to
horrow. Nolwiihstanding that what the
Premier has said is perfectly ecorrect—that
there ave many ways of getling around
the limitation of inferest, more especially
hy issuing a lean at a discount—in nor-
mal times one would bhe extremely re-
luctant lo raise the rale of interest. Im
the event of a loan bheing issued at a dis-
count, the cash retarned to the Treasury
is of course less, but that is overcome by
issning a loan for a greater amount. One
can always meet such disabilifies; but
when the value of money seems to be
recognised, by loans which various eoun-
tries have floated, to he about 3 per cent.,
it would be absurd for us to restrict the
Government of this State to 4 per cent.,
knowing full well that the value is greater
than 4 per cent. and that a big diseount
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would bave to be allowed, I quite agree
with the Premier thal 2s 2 rule it is well
to offer a rate of interest which will
bring a return as near as possible to par.
Of course we do not want to Dborrow
too much in these times, but what money
we have to borrow we should endeavour
lo obtain at par. I do not see that this
amending Bill can be objected to, and 1
propose to support it

In Commitiee, elcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debaie, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted,

Read a third lime, and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL — LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
In Commitlee.
Mr. MceDowall in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Lands in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Power to reduce price of
conditional purchase land:
Hon. J. MITCHELL:
amendment—

] move an

That in lines sixz and scven the words
“for @ term commencing on or after the
first day of January, 1910,” Ue struck
oul.

There can be ne reason for limiting the
operation of the Bill as preseribed in the
clause, because afier all it is at the dis-
cretion of the Minister to reduce the price
of any conditional purchase land,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can-
not accept the amendment. We must
make some limit, and this limit has been
put on becanse, generally speaking, it
was from 1010 onwards that the hon.
member for Northam (Hon. J, Miichell)
increased the price of land., It was he-
eause of the eriticism in regard to thai
inerease that the Government appointed
8 board to investigate, To make a pro-
vision giving the Minister power to re-
view any and all prices fized for land
would be going too far, and would be an
indication to selectors of land generally
that it might be as well fo see whether
“he Minister would agree to reduce their
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prices. Of course, the operations of the
Dl wili ereate apowalies, and in some
instances are bound to leave the priecs
of land selected before 1910 higher than
the amended prices of land selected since
that date. That is unavoidable, tor there
are many smal isolated areas which were
selected before 1910 at fairly high prices.
But under the existing Act the Minister
has power to at any time review the price
of land and to exercise the right to reduce
the prive without valling on the holder of
the land to make applieation. After a
great deal of consideration | decided thai
the proper thing was to recommend to
Parliament that we fix the limii at 1910.
Without -some snech limit practically all
settlers of land would espect to have their
prices reviewed. When the measure shall
have been in operation long enough to ve-
veal anomalies 1 propose to call on the
land board to review those anomalies with
a view 1o having them adjusted, but
speaking generally I will not agree to
the reviewing of prices fixed prior to
1910. :

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is amusing to
listen to the Minister’s reasoning. He
knows quite well that a considerable area
was selected at higher than 10s. before
1910.

Mr. E. B. Johnsten: Sir Newton
Moore increased prices before that date.

Hon, J. MI'TCHELL: The truth is the
AMinister bas not Jooked into the matter
at all. His sole desire is to fix the in-
crease of prices at a date covered by my
term of office. The Minister has now ex-
hibited in the departmenf land priced at
20s. per acre. Indeed in many cases his
prices are higher than were the prices
fixed during my term. The Committee
will make itself ridicnlous if it passes the
clause as printed. If any injustice bas
been done to these who selected before
1910 why should that injustice not be re-
moved? The clanse merely provides that
the price may be, not shall be, reduced,
notwithstanding which 1910 is preseribed
as the earliest date of pricing, The Min-
ister says that when the proper tfime
comes he will deal with the land selected
prior fo that date, I hope the Minister
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will reconsider his decision not to aceept
the amendment.
Amendment put and declared carried.
The Minister for Laonds: Divide! It
settles the Bill if this is carried.
Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Aveg .. .. .o 11
Nues .. .. R )
Majority against .. 6
AvES,
Mr. Allen Mr. Mlilchel}!
Mr. George Mr. Veryard
Mr. Gilehrist Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hardwick Mr, A. A. Wlison
Mr. Johnston Mr. Male
Mr. Letroy (Teller.)
Noee.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Hickmott
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Johpson
Mr. Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr. Colller Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Cunningham Mr. B, J. Stubbs
Mr, Foley Mr. Thomas
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Underwood
Mr. Green Mr. Bolton

Mr. Hellmann (Teller).

Amendment (hus negatived.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I move a fur-
ther amendment—

That in line 8 of poragraph (b) after
“ragilicay” the word “or” be struck out
and “and” inserted in lew.

The price of land is to be governed by
the distanee from a railway or a market.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
is no objeclion to the amendment; it is
purely making the wording & little clearer.
A market in this couniry is a port.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T move a fur-
ther amendment—

That in live 8 of paragreph (a) after
Yoy’ the word “port”? be inserted.
Amendment passed.

Hon. J. MITCHELIL: I move a fuor-
ther amendment—

That in paragraph (b) the words
“granted on or after the first day of
January, 19077 Le struck out.

This limitation refers to leases granted of
poison land. Why not treat all holders of
pastoral leases where poison is found in

(ASSEMBLY.)

the same way? If this poison land 15
used it can only be used if leased on very
easy terms indeed. Should not a man
who selected land in 1905 have the same
vonsideration as the man who selected in
19072

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not prepared lo convey to the selectors
of the State an intimation that we are
going to review the whole of the land set-
tled fromm the Lime the coluny  started.
Members uust realise that that  would
wake the Government’s position abso-
lutely impossible, In connection with
wheat lands we appointed a board to
ro into the question of re-pricing wlhere
it wns considered the price of the land
had been unduly inereased. Kxactly the
same thing will he done in connection
with the poison areas, and the Govern-
menl, on the advice of the board, fixed
the date from 1907 as far as the poison
land is concermed. As a result of the
amendment notifled by the member for
Williams-Navrogin, 1 have again had the
walter reviewed by the officers and they
say that we could go back to 1905 without
unduly influeneing the revenue that wonld
be lost to the Slate. 1f we accept this
amendment we lose a eonsiderable amonnt
of revenue and we must put a limit on
the amount of vevenne wlich the State is
going to lose. We find that between the
years 1907 and 1903 there was a certain
amount. of potson land alienated at prices
that ought to be reviewed, and therefore
we are prepared to go back fo 19005 and
inenr the amount of loss that will Le
made by going hack those two years. 1
eannot agree with the amendment of the
member for Northam to strike out the
limitation altogether. but 1 am prepared
to adopt the sugzgestion of the member for
Williams-Narrogin and make the limit
1905 instead of 1907,

My, E. B. JOANSTON : T ask the Gov-
ernment to accept the amendment of the
wember for Northam rather than the one
which T have placed on the Notice Paper.
In going into the matter I find that a lot
of the poison land hetween the Williams
and Collie was selected ab the time fhe
railway was authorised, about 1903 or
1904, and as a matter of fact the Govern-
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ment have been reviewing ihe price of
land in this area for some considerable
titne past, and a number of the people
whe were taken out into those areas aml
granted land as first class land by the land
guide at Collie, who did not explain that
there was poison there, have had their
prices reduced a little bit, but it bas not
heen reduced in proportion fo the reduc-
tivn given t¢ the settlers who gof first
<luss land in the dry areas. [ am pre-
pared fo zive the Minister the names of
sertlers who have had one or two shil-
lings taken off their poison land rent.

Hon, Frank Wilson: What  will it
amount to if the Committer  pass the
amendment ?

Mr. B, R, JOIXSTON: | do not
know, but I do not think the num-
her is large, Tf an injustice has
been done at all it ought to be
remedied. Any of the people who
scleeted before 1907 will be in a worse
position than thev are fo-day because the
Bill will be used as an argnment why they
are nol to be given relief, They will he
fold that Parliament bas approved of re-
lief from the date fixed in the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
have already stated that if, as a result
of the limitation, anomalies are created,
where people who selected before 1907
ind that their land is high priced com-
parved with those who selecied since 1907,
it will be put right, and vet the hon.
member says that these people will not
receive econsideration. That is unfair.
‘I''e hoard has already partly repriced
the wheat lands and they will go on with
the poison lands and will reprice them.
s they have proceeded they have found,
wwing to the Bill thal they are reducing
a block of land whieh was alienated since
1907, and possibly side by side with it
they find a block which was alienated be-
fore 1907, and that the price would be

higher than it was in 1907, Owing to the’

operation of the Bill they would imme-
diately deal with that partienlar block.
They have got, T admit, fully 12 months’
work abead of them, but the whole thing
will be earried out by the board operat-
ing on the matter at the present time.
Thex will deal with these anomalies also
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without repricing the whole of the lands
uf the State.

Me, WILLMOTT: | am prepared to
ageept the year 1905, and if the Minister
will agree (o that date | am prepared to
vppose the amendment,

Hou. FRANK WILSON: The argu-
ments of the Minister for lands would
he amusing, if they were nol to a certain
extent so childish. Fle attacked one of
his own parly maliciouslv lecause {hat
hon. member dared to disagree with him.
1f the land will he automalieally adjusied
why do we want the paragraph in ques.
tiom?  Why do nat the Government ad-
Just these anomalies now?  The Minis-
ter argues that he has a life tenure of
olliee, that all iz going 10 be righl whils
he is there, and thar it does pot matfer
if poison leases are taken up because
if there is an injustice it is woing to he

reetified. T am not preparved to lake the
Minister’s word in that direction. After
all it is a question of legislation. If if

was a question of the Minister's word
we would not want lexslation. [ am
surprised, too, that the leader of the
Country party is going to vote against
an amendment which is in the interest,
of the settlers. Members of the Country
patty are zoing (o flock aeross the Chai-
ber to support the T.abour Goverument.
nolwithstanding that the only mewmber of
the Tabour parly who knows aavthing
ahout land matters has pronounced him-
self as against his own leaders,

The Minister for YWorks: He would
vote tn wipe us out altogether.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: The hon.
member has had enough for a long time
past, and if he followed his own con-
scienee he would wipe out the Govern-
ment, T have no doubt.

Mr. Willmott: Tf we follow our own
eonseience we will he all rvight, T sup-
pose.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member hag no conscience. He lacks ex-
perience. 1 am surprised at the hom.
member for coming to heel in this man-
ner. Commonsense must dictate to
members that the Minister is wrong in
his arguments,
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The Premier: The reason is that you
want the member for Northam to come
back to the department to safeguard its
interests.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would
safeguard the interests of the department
against anyone. If we ean only get poison
lands improved it does noi matter what
priee is charged for them. Why should
nol & man whe las taken up a lease prior
to 1907 receive as much relief as any
one else? What we hope to do is Lo in-
crease the produetivity of the land and
that, I take it, is one of the objects of
this Bill.

The Minister for Works: I am not too
sure of that,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Then the
Minister should net suppert the Bill.

The Premier: We ean pay any loss

out of the £83 youn tried to knock off
the Estimates.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
think the Premier can pay for anything
unless he borrows money. I enter my
strong protest against the bullying tacties
adopted by the Government to try and
force legislation through this Chamber.
We should consider the Bill on its merits
and should not be threatened by Minis-
tars.

Mr. THOMSON: Unfortunately, T
paired with the Attornev (feneral and
will not, therefore, be able to exercise
my vote during this debate. The pro-
posal of the member for Northam that
the words should be struck out is a
reasonable one. If poison lands are given
to people for nothing and these people
ean make these lands prodnce wealth
for the State, and prevent them from
heing a menace to stoek holders and
nthers, then they should be given away.
People who have taken up these poison
areas should not have hardships inflicted
upon them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
would try to make us believe that if the
limitation is remaved he will go back
to the first sclection. The Minister does
not know his own Bill. T hope the House
will sce that justice is done to all peo-
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ple in equal proportions. The Minister
does not, in my opinion, mean to do
vary muech under the Bill. T believe the
present Ministry have so damaged the
value of lands that something at all
evenis will have to be done. The leader,
of the Ceuntry party will, I trust, re-
consider his decision.

The CHATRMAN: T would point out
to the member for Williams-Narrogin
that after I have dealt with this amend-
ment I cannot take his amendment. The
only course would be for the member
for Northam to eblain leave to with-
draw his amendment first.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If you take
the hon. member's amendment you can
surely take mine.

The CHAJRMAN: The withdrawal of
the amendment will have to be resolved
by leave.

Hon, J. MITCHELL : If I with-
draw my amendment and allow the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin to come in,
can | move my amendment later?

The CHAIRMAXN: The other amend-
ment would come in later in the para-
graph.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
the member for Northam will withdraw
temporarily the member for Williams-
Narrogin will then move his amendment
which the Government will adopt, and it
will be carried. The questior will be
put and the member for Northam can
move to delete the whole of the words.
If we earry these words in the Bill as
it stands the member for Williams-
Narrogin eannot move his amendment.

Mr. WILLMOTT: My desire is to
substitute 1905’7 for *¢1907.°?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am willing
to withdraw my amendment if I am per-
mitted to move it at a later stage.

The CHAIRMAN: Unless hon. mem-
bers are prepared to make up their minds
I shall put the question.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: If my amend-
ment is not carried, will it be possible
for another hon. memher to move to al-
ter 1907 to 19059

The CHAIRMAN: No.
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Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. e 12
Noes .. 20
Majority against .. .. B8
AYES.
Mr, Allen My, Mitchel)
Mr. George Mr. Plesse
Mr. Gllebrist Mr. Veryard
Mr, Hardwick Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr, Johbpston Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Male
(Teller).
Nons.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Heltmann
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Hickmoit
Mr. Chkesson My, Johoson
Mr. Colller Mr. Mullany
Mr. Cunningham Mr. B. J. Swubbs
Mr. Foley Mr. Thomaxs
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Underwond
Mr. Green Mr., Wansbrough
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Willmott
Mr. Herrison Mr. Bolton
: {Teller).
Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I move a

further amendment—

That in line 7 the words “two shil-
lings and sizpence” be struck out and
“one ghilling” be inseried in liew.
I am moving this amendment in con-
formity with the recommendations of the
hoard appointed to go out te the poison
districls and advise the CGovernment on
this subject.

Mr. George: Have yon their reecom.
mendations ¥

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The recom-
mendations are lengthy and valuable. On
this particular point this 15 what the
board said—

That where the cost of poison eradi-
eation has not been taken into consid-
eration in pricing the land, and can be
ascertained, it shall (in eases where the
land in the opinion of the Minister is
suitable for grazing only) he deducted
from the price of the land, or where
the land in the opinion of the Minister
ean be profitably cultivated, half the
cost of eradication shall be deducted
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from the price of the land. That is to
say, if it is estimated that it bas, or
will, cvst a seiiler say bs. per acre to
eradicate poison, he shall be entitled
to bave his rent accouni eredited with
this amount, or half this amount, as
the case may be; such credit to fake
effect from and during the time he
satisfied the Minister that he is making
a bona-fide attempt to carry out the
work. . . This recommendation should
apply only to lands selected since
1/2/07, the date on whichk the old
Poison lease clamse was repealed, and
the minimum price after deducting the
eost of poison eradication should not
be reduced helow 1s. per acre exclusive
of survey fees.

The Premier: What is the 1s. for?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Merely in
order that the land wmight not be given
awsy. The board realised that the cost
of eradicating the poison would probably
exceed the valne of the land. Tbe board
added—

That the minimum price of any land
be 1s. per acre exclusive of survey fees
and the term of payment 40 years.

The Premier: A man would be 58
years old when he had finished paying
for if.

Mr. Thomson: The same applies to the
Workers’ Homes.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: It is more
difficult to get an Agrieultural Bank ad-
vanee on this land than on any other in
the State, The Government must have
had confidence in these professional offi-
cers or they would not have appointed
them.

The Premier: Are you prepared to ac-
cept in toto every report by a board?

My, E. B, JOHNSTON: No, but the
feeling of the House should be aseer-
tained on the recommendations of the
board.

Mr. FOLEY : I oppose the amendment,
If we are to quibble over the difference
between 1s. and 2s. 6d. an acre, the cost
of gettling the question will he more than
it is worth. ' A R
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The Minister for bands: 1t will cost
more to administer the depariment than
we will receive hack.

Mr. FOLEY: Having seen some of
the settlers on the poison land in the
Coben and Dinninup areas and baving
seen their work, 1 think it would be bet-
ter to vemove them than to reduce the
price to 1s.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then you will let
the poison run wild,

Mr. FOLEY: The reduetion will not
advance settlement. 1t will give fthese
settlers no better chance to make good.

The Premier: A man wonld pay for a
thousand acres spread over 20 years the
saum of £125.

Mr. FOLEY : It is right that the Agri-
cultural Bank should not be foo ready
to make advances on these aress. Set-
Hlexrs were taken down there by land
guides who, 1 was informed, put them
on the worst affected portions, keeping
the better portions for people who counld
afford to pay more. In many cases un-
suitable people were settled on unsuitable
land. It is almost impossible for the
seftlers to make a living owing to the
poison and to their own incapahility.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Do you advocate
leaving these lands as Crown lands?

Mr. FOLEY: It would pay the State
lo take these people off that land and
put them on better land east of Kukerin,
where they would have a reasonable
chance to make a living.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What would you
do with the poison land if you took the
people off ¢

Mr. FOLEY: There are big areas on
which the poison has been eradicated
being used for pastoral purposes, and
the solution of the difficulty is to give
men bigger areas of this land.

Mr. George: Give it to them?

Mr. FOLEY: Yes, but make a stipu-
lation that they must eradicate the poison.

Mr. George : That was the arrange-
ment made with the QOccidental Company
years ago.

“Mr. FOLEY: But they were not kept
np to their bargain. When we visited
these areas the settlers provided a meal
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fit for anyone and yet many of them
had iasted no meat other than kangarco
for nine or 12 months.

Mr, GEORGE: I{ the hon. member
had had = little ore experience, he wonld
he siill more generous. Absolutely the
best land we have is that infested with
poison, One ean pick out the hear(leaf
poison all the year ronnd, lmi as soon
as there is a fall of rain the poisen springs
up again, 0ld inhabifants tell me one
can go on eradicating heartleaf for 40
or 50 vears. Al certain seasons of the
year one can let sheep and catdde go into
hearlleaf poison without danger, but at
olher seasons it would be fatal. Horses
can be let in practieally all the year
round, with this one exception, that they
are in great danger from heartleaf after
a fire. "The best land in mmy neighbour-
haod iz where the heartleaf poison is
thickest. 1f the Government allowed the
holders of potson lands to be free of all
taxation on the ome condition that they
stnek to their land, it would he for the
benefit of the State. If the settlers ave
down and ont, then the State might help
them Io go fo another place, but if they
o not want te come off the poison land,
they shonld have every assistance we ean
giva them to keep them fhere, That is
the only wmeans by which we can deal
with the poison land. If poison conntry
is left, it will only become a hiding place
for native fauna and especially for
dingoes.  While the Worsley timber
stalion was working, there was not a
native dog near Brunswick; but sinee the
Worsley mills were elosed down, dingoes
liave heen heard, and in faet two have
heen shot.  All the sheep farmers in that
district now have to take preecantions
against dingoes.

The Minister for Works: Do you really
think the amendment means a big relief
to the seltlers on poison land$

Mr. GEORGE: Many of these settlers
are in a position where every shilling
connis. On the question of large areas,
I say that if a large area is given to
either an individual or a company, the
Ciovernmment should make that individual
or eompany clear it.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government fully ajppreciate lhe diflicul-
fies of the settlers on the poison areas.
With a view to relieving the sufferings
of those settlers a board was appointed,
The board recomunended, amongst oiher
things, that the priee of poison land
should be reduced to 1s. per acre. The
Glovernment were. not prepared to make
a reduction to that extent, but agreed to
render relief lo the extent of reducing
prices from 10s. and 7s, to 2s, 6d. per
acre, which we think is reasonable.
Having reviewed the situation with the
assistauce of expert officers of the Lands
Department, the Government are of
opinion thmt it wounld not bhe well o re-
duce the price below 2s, 6d. per acre.

Hon, FRANK WILSQN: The proper
course is to get poison land settled and
cleared of the poison. Apparenily, hon.
members calmly argue that we should
cease to deal with poison country. The
result of that would he that tbe whole
State wonld be over-run with poison. 1f
a man, knowing the difficulties he has to
face, says, “I will tackle thai block of
poison land and take the poisen off it,”
he shonld be given the block. The ohject
of ihe board’s reporl, which has lheen
read this afternoon, was to give the people
the land; bat, in order ihat there mighi
be some limit, & minimum of 1s. per acre
was recommended, of ecourse condition-
ally on the poison being eradicated. It is
to the benefit of the State that the rich
soil on which a great deal of the poison
oeenrs shonld be cleared and cultivated.
Once thoroughly cleared the greater part
of this land wonld come in for intense
culture. We require te have the land
settled and cleared and this noxious weed
destroved. The minimum should be fixed
at not more than 1s.

Mr. THOMSON: I have received re-
quests from a number of centres in my
electorate that 1 should endeavour to
have the recommendation of the poison
reclassification board carried into effect.
I think the Minister should aceept the
recommendation of that board. Ii would
pay the State handsomely to give this
poison land away, conditienally on the

poison heing properly eradicated by the
settier. Tn the Dionipup district Sir
Winthrop Hacketi, by ihe expenditure of
many thoasands of pounds, has shown
what ean he done with poison land on a
larze seale. On smaller areas very good
work ean bv done with limited means.
I lope the Minister will accept the
amendment.

A, CUNNINGHAM: In my distriet
poison gives considerable trouble, If the
minimom was fixed at l1s, it would be
only in exceptional cases that the price
was made as low as that.

The Minister for Lands: It would be
an indication that we agreed to price all
this land at 1s.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: At Northamp-
lon there was an area of about 1,000 acres
of poison, which has been known to des-
troy a couple of hundred pounds worth
of stoeck in a night. After a very great
deal of stock had been destroyed in this
way the price of the land was so far re-
duced that a man selected that poison
arca and, at a eost of £200, eradieated
the weed, Tn doing that he rendered an
invaluable serviee to the people of the
district, Tt is advisable that the price of
poison land should be made as low as
possible,

[Mr. Holman took the Chair,]

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: The price of
poison land should certainly be reduced
to a minimum. It wounld be well to give
the Government power fo reduce it
down to 1s. per acre. In some places
poson is thicker than in others, and it
will be found too that it grows on soil
of varying qualities, The Government
should have the power to fix the priece
very low where the poison is thick or
where the land on which it is growing is
poor, The aonly way to eradicate the
peison is to cultivate the land; nothing
else will do it. It would be of great bene-
fit to the State to reduce the price of
poison land to a merely nominal figure.
Indeed it would be profitable to give the
land away, econditionally on the settlers
undertaking to eradicate the poison.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: In 1911 a re-
.port was made by Messrs. Fox and Coocke
of the Treasary, but was never acted on
by Ministers, In this report the recom-
mendation was made that the poison land
should be priced at 6s. an acre and that
from this price the cost of eradicating
the poison sbould be deducted. That cost
was set down as varying from 3s, to fs.
per acre. In 1914 we had a further re-
port recommending that the priece of
poison land should be 1s. per acre, This
area is not all bad. There is some good
land there but we must bring the poorer
land down in price. The land is capable
of being improved and it ought to be
improved. A number of well known per-
sons have settled on this country and
they have eradicated the poison; their
properties being now valuable. Other
people will do as well if they are given
the opportunity, I have slways held
that the poison land should be practically
given away in this area. Sand plain
conntry is not worth much when the
poison has to be eradieated. I do not
know if the shilling per acre will cover
the survey fee or not. However I support
the amendment of the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin,

Mr. FOLEY: I think it would be
better to remove the seitlers from this
Jand than alter the price. There are men
who have made a suceess in this area but
these settlers have taken advantage of
the labour of those settlers surrounding
them and who had also made a success
of their holdings. Some men will make
a living by clearing the poison at 2s. 6d.
while if 3s. 6d. was offered to other men
thev could not make a living at the price.
The man who ean do the work at 2s. 6d.
would always make a living. Taking into
consideration the small improvement that
has been made in this area during the
time the land has been seitled then it
would be far hetter to clear the people
out of it. This land was sold to immi-
grants by drawing glowing pictures and
with the promise of money being found
by the Agricultural Bank to buy stock
and machinery. These are the men who
are on these poison areas and they have
not a million to one chance of making

[ASSEMBLY.]-

a suceess. If would be better to take these
settlers off, and if the State had to keep
the poison down, it would be more ad-
visable than victimising a few settlers.
There are many men on this land who
never wished to go there, but they were
bludgeoned to go on to this land by past
Governmenls, and it is up to some Gov-
ernment, whether Labour or Liberal, to
free them from the position they are in
{o-day.

Mr, WILLMOTT : There is some excel-
lent land in the Dinninup area, and there
is some poor land also. It is a very large
area, but to say the Dinnioup ares con-
sists of poor land smothered with poison
is saying what is not correet. I am sorry
to say that some seitlers were placed
on some porfions of the Dinninup area
which is to-day smothered in poison, al-
though some of the settlers have heen
there eight or nine years, The very light
nature of the soil makes it almost im-
possible to eradicate the poison. If it
was heavy stiff soil, by tamping and ex-
eluding the air the poison could be got
rid of. In these light sandy soils one
eannot do that. With & fairly generous
rainfall poison springs up immediately.
What we shounld do is to settle our better
class ot land first and leave cur poorer
class of land to be leased when there is
no first or second eclass land available
io be taken up.

The Premier: We have been settling
all the best Iand in the past, and the
result is that the poor devils who come
forward now are getting only second and
third class land.

My, WILLMOTT: There is some
chance, if we make the minimum price
for poison lands low enough, that some
people wonld come along and make use
of them. T cannot see why the Minister
for Lands should ohject to have the power
to reduce the priece of this land to ls.
per acre. This would only be a minimum
priee after all,

The Premier: The danger would be
that the minimum price would become
the maximum price. .

Mr. WILLMOTT: 1 am in favour of
reducing the price from 2s. 6d. -to la.
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1 think we should be considering the in-
terests of the State in doing so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have been trying to find out from Han-
sard whelher the member for Northanm,
who is so anxious to reduce the price
to 1s. to-day, ever supported an increase
of the price in connection with the Land
Act Amendment Act of 1906, I find that
he was a member of the Moore Govern-
ment, whieh introduced the Amending
Land Act. Not one voice was raised in
the Chamber in that year against the
increase in the price for poison areas.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What was the
price hefore that?

T'he MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
shilling an aere. The Premier of that
day said it seemed to bim that the lime
had arrived when the State should refuse
1o part with its estate at ls. per acre,
aven though on some portion of the land
poison plant was in evidence——

Hon. J. Mitehell: That was a fixed
price,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Premier of the day went on to say that
it had been proved that, if dealt with
systematically, the poison plant could be
eradicated cheaply, and that in future
these lands would be treated as grazing
lands at 3=. 9d. an acre. This shows
clearly that the hon. member was in
acecord with this at the time.
member of the Government which intro-
duced the Bill. If the land is not worth
2s. 6d. an acre, it is not worth anything
at all. The State is put to some expense
if' the land is settled. and it will take
ahout 2s. 6d. an acre to cover the expense
that it is necessary to incur in eonneection
with the Tand. We are praetically, there-
fore. giving the land free, hecause what
is charged will only pay the expenses in
connection with the administration of the
land which is taken up. T agree with the
leader of the Opposition that when we
deery the land of the State we are doing
a great injury to Western Australia. No
one has done more io deery the best in-
terests of the Siaie than members in op-
position to the present Government. This
is another aftack on the value of our land.

[66]
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which will bave & tendency to bolster up
the statements made in the Age, the
Argus, and other newspapers in the East-
is another attack on the valne of our land,
in Western Australia. We shall be doing
an injury to the State if we say that any
of our land is not worth 2s. Gd.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: The Minister
says that, hecause Sir Newton Moore be-
lieved in this priociple, I must have be-
lieved in it. Poison land was at a fixed
price of 1s. an aere at that time. Al
we ask now 15 that the Minigter shall
have power to reduce the price to 1s. an
acre,

Amendment put, and division taken,
with the following result:—

Ayes .. - .. 15
Noes - .. o1
Majority against 6
AvEs,
Mr. Cunningham Mr, Robinson
Mr. George Mr. Smith
Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Wanabrough
Mr. Hickmoit Mr. Willwott
Mr. Johnston | Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr, Male
Mr. Mitchell {Teller).
Noea.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carpenter Mr, O‘Loghlen
Mr. Chesson Mr. Piesse
Mr. Colller Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Tarslor
Mr. Green Mr. Thomgma
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heltmann Mr. A. A, Wilann
Mr. Johnson Mr. Bollon
Mr. MeDowall (TPeller).
Amendment thus negatived.
Mr., E. B. JOHNSTON: 1 move an

amendment—

That, after the words ‘“survey fees”
in paragrapk (b}, the following he
added .-—“and the marimum price, ex-
clusive of the value of improvements
(if any) and survey fees, shall not ez-
ceed lwo shillings per aecre if the land
is situated more than ten miles from a
railway, or three shillings per acre if
within ten miles, buf more than five
miles from a railway, or four shillings



1876

per acre if within flve miles from a

railway.”
In regard to the land within the zones
shown on the map produced by the Min-
ister for Lands, we have been given a
schedule showing the maximum price, so
that, if this Bill is carried, the settlers in
the wheal areas and within the zoues may
know exactly what the maximum price
according to the quality of iheir land is.
I am sure the Minister for Lands will see
the justice of putting the settlers in these
poisen areas on the same basis. Under
the proposal of the Government, if the
clause is ecarried, no ome in the poison
distriets will have any idea at all of what
reduction in priee is going to be given
to them, or whether any reduction at all
will be given. For ten years an agilation
has been going on for a reduclion of the
rates of poison land. In 1911 there were
from 10 to 20 applicants for every block
of good land in the wheat areas. At the
time, a commission appointed by the
member for Northam was zoing into these
poison districts, with a view to giving
people relief from the prices they were
being ‘charged for their land. The people
in these disirvicts feel that they have had
a good many confidence tricks played on
them in regard to seeuring reductions on
their poison lands. T have greal mis-
givings as to whether the people on these
lands will get relief unless a maximum
price is fixed. I am not absolutely wedded
to the prices outlined in the amendment.
If the Minister is prepared to aceept the
amendment with an inerease of 1s. or so,
that will suit me, but it 15 a most unfair
and invidious distinetion io make hetween
the poison areas and the wheat belt. The
proposals of the Government show a
maximum priee for the wheat belt and
no maximum price for the land in the
poison areas. It was siggificant that the
Minister gave no indieation of what he
proposed in the poison areas, although I
admit he has outlined in an indefinite
fashion a measure of relief. In view of
the strong recommendations for relief
that were made by the two commissions
which visited the district, T ask the Gov-
ernment te accept the amendment T have

[ASSEMBLY.]

moved, or at least add to the schedule the
maximum price for poison lands,

Hon. J, MITCHELL: The Xilinister
ought to indicate what his inlentions are
in the matter. It was quite wrong for
the member for Williams-Narrogin to say
that the members of the beard whieh in-
vestigated the conditions on the poison
areas were political agenis. They were
sent down there to advise the Govern-
ment, and we who were in power al that
time intended to be guided by that ad-
viee and to amend the law if neecessary,
and to give relief to the people. [ wish
the House Lo believe that the commission
we appointed was not a politieal bul a,
business commission, intended to assist
the people, and it was not my fanli that
their report was not given effeet to, be-
cause the report had not come in when
I left office.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In re-
gard to the fixing of the mazimum price
on poison lands as compared with wheat
lands, it should be clear to hon. members
that wheat areas are worked on a definite
basis, namely, rainfall, railway facilities
and soil. Bach of those can be applied
generally, but when we are dealing with
poison lands we eannot deal with them
generally. The price of land depends
on the quantity of poisen on the individ-
ual blocks. Therefore we haveé to deal
with the individual blocks, whereas in the

" wheat areas we deal with the whole area.

We ask the House to agree fo a minimuin
of 2s, Gd.

Mr., E. B. JOHNSTON ; I am sorry the
Minister eannot tell us anything more
definite. If it is possible to have a mini-
mum price fixel for the different parts
of an area in the wheat belt, T fail to see
why we cannot get a schedule for the
poison areas. I wish to repeat my fears,
based on long years of experience, that
these people are not going fo get that
measure of relief for which they have so
long looked. The Minister has not said
that the people an the poison areas will
get a reduction in price on the same basis
as the settlers in Zone C.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: T have
told the bon. member already that onr
desire is to do the same to the people on
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the poison lands as we intend to do to
those on the wheat areas. But I eavnot
fix the maximum, becanse the waximum
wil!l be determined by the quantity of
|.uison on each block.

Mr. F. B. JOHNSTOXN: The Govern-
ment should include the poison lands in
the schedule just as readily as they are
going to include the whole of the wheat
areas in it

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I move an
amendment—

That in the proviso all the words
after “credit” in line 3 be siruck out.

My object is to make it compulsory for
the Minister to credit any excess of rent
paid during past years, to the rents imme-
diately following. ‘I'he Minister’s idea is
that where the price of land is reduced,
the excess paid since 1910 is to be credited
to the eoncluding years of the leases. That
would be unfair, If a man has paid
more during the past five years than he
should have paid, he is entitled to a re-
fund in cash. It would be fulile to ask
for this, but (he excess should certainly
be credited io the next sueceeding rents.
The Minister might keep some of this
money for 20 years withouf paying in-
terest on it and yet, where he has lent
money to settlers to pay renb arrears, he
is charging them interesi, Is that fair?

Mr, PIESSE: There is every justifi-
cation for the amendment. Many lease-
holders are paying 6 per cent. interest
for advances by the Industries Assist-
anee Poard to meet arrears of rent. This
Bill is an admission that unfair pay-
menls have been made by the settlers in
the way of rent in consequence of {he
land having been unfairly priced.

The Premier: Yon do not expect us
to go back ever sinee Responsible Gov-
ernment and correct every injustice
which has oceurred.

Mr. PIESSE: If the Premier is out
to correet injustices why not do sof
When the Great Southern lands were pur-
chased. those who were buying land on
time payment from the company were
given the benefit of the Governmenti price
of 10s. an acre and were eredited for any
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excess payments made to the company.
That eucoursged (he great setilement
which took place there.

The Premier: 1 decline to forego rents
until the excess payments are exhausted.

Mr. PIESSE: Reasonable considera-
tion is being given settlers, but let it be
put on a business footing. The Minister's
proposal would be an injustice,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Industries As-
sistance Board are charging the farmers
6 per cent. interest on advances, If the
Government hold these excess moneys £l
the end of the term, will they pay the
settiers interést at the rate of 6 per cent.?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mem-
bers infer that every farmer in the State
has received assistance from the board
but there are hundreds who have nob re-
guired it. Those who are paying G per
cent. on advances represent only r seetion
of the farming community. Surely a man,
who has paid his rents on the due dates
without going cap in hand to the Govern-
ment for money at 6 per cent., which at
tirat rate is cheap, should receive some
consideration. The man who has had to
borrow should not be the only one to re-
ceive consideration,

Mr. Piesse: You forget it has meant
financtal exhaustion for those men fo
pay their vents,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt is
possible to find sueeessful and unsnecess-
ful farmers side by side on land of equal
quality. On a given dafe, the rént must
be paid. If the man could not pay we
lent him the money and hundreds of
farimers did not require this assistance.
From that date we reduce his payment
to the State because we are calling on him
to pay only 6d. per acre. Many settlers
have gone beyond the three years stage
and will be immediately reduced from 1s.
or 15. 6d, to Gd per acre per year, and we
will lése that revenume which, on our
wheat lands, represents roughty £30,000.
Tt is wrong for the member for Toodyay
to suggest we are doing an injustice.
There should be some recognition of the
consideration the Government have ex-
tended to seftlers. We cannot make re-
fands in addition te losing £30,000 of
revenne, I want hon. members to realise
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that the Governmeut are making a wma-
terial contribution to the settlers by the
reduction in land rents.

Mr. PTESSE: The point 1 wish to make
is fhat those unfortunate settlers who
have had to apply to the Farmers’ As-
sistance Board or the Industries Assist-
ance Board for advances with which lo
jpray their vents would be eharged six per
cent. on those advances notwithstanding
the fact that by this Bill the Government
admit that the land rents whieh those
settlers have paid have been unfairly
high.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) : All this talk about the settlers
having paid 15 a pure figment of the
imagination. They bhave paid nothing
yvet. They owe. If ibey cannot make
a Jiving on the land, let them come down
fo my hoarding house,

Mr. THOMSON: The amendment of
the member for Northam is perfectly
reasonable.

The Premier: You do not believe that.
You are only pandering to popular
opinion.

Mr. THOMSON : The Premier should
be the last to make innuendoes of that
nature. The Governmeni admit that the
settlers have been overcharged.

The Premier: Who is responsible for
that?

Mr. THOMSON : The question of who
is responsible does not. affect the position.
If a private individual has overcharged
me, T apply to him for immediate repay-
ment of the amount of the overcharge,
and the same thing applies to the Gov-
ernment and the setilers.

The Premier: Which is preferabls, to
have the conditions proposed by the Bill
or to continue the existing conditions?

Mr. THOMSON: That is an unfair
question. The amount overcharged o
farmers should be placed to their credit
immediately., T do net think the Honor-
ary Minister was serious in his remarks.
If Parliament considers the price
charged for land too high and deter-
mines to reduce the priee, it is only jus-
tice that the money should be made im-
mediately available to those fo whom it
is due.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The PREMIER: I desire to keep out
of this discussion as far as possible, but
1 must reply to the members for Kat-
anning and Toodyay. I am surprised
to hear those gentlemen on this parti-
cular Bill talk about their desire to do
Jjustice. Are they prepared to do jus-
tice to the State as well as to the farm-
ing community? ¥Following to their na-
tural conclusions the arguments nsed by
those hon. members, it would be fair for
the State to make retrospective claims
in cases where it has been found that
land has been sold too cheap. The ery
for justice is heard only when the far-
mer is to get something back, Why
should not we make retrospective in-
creases on land sold too cheaply?

Mr. Thomson: Because it would be
absurd.

The PREMIER: 1 know it would be
absurd; but on the argmments whieh
have been used by hon. members op-
posite it wounld be justice. Strictly, we
are only entitled to rectify matters from
the time the Bill is passed; but we are
applying the reduction as far back as
1910. I hope hon. members will appre-
ciate that. ‘The State eannot possibly
afford to allow the amount of the re-
trospective reduction to be paid to the
farmers in cash, or to allow that amonnt
Lo be put against rents due for the next
two years. If we had a surplus on re-
venune account, we could do that, and we
would do it without complaining. Un-
der present financial eonditions, how-
ever, it is out of the question. Let hon.
members bear in mind that under this
Bill land rents will be reduced to 6d.
per acre per annmmt, That represents a
substantial concession to the farmers.

Mr. Male: What is the amount at
stake?

The PREMIER: T know it is too
much for the State to lose over and
above the revenue loss which will be in-
curred. The proposals of the Govern-
ment in existing circumstances repre-
sent justice to the farmers and justice
to the State. :

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Govern-
ment want the credit and also want the
cash. Tt is ridienlous for the Premier
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to rail at hon. members. The Bill is de-
signed to reduce the price of land whieh
was sold before 1 became Minister for
Lands.

The Premier: No. The Bill is de-
signed to reduee the amount of rent as
from 1910,

Sitting suspended from 5.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This Bill does
not deal entirely with land sold in my
time. It deals also with land thal has
been sold since: the amendmenit which
we are now seeking to make is one
which will afford protection Lo those
who have paid in advance. Apparently
Ministers think it is a erime for a set-
tler to pay in advance. The amount in-
volved is very little indeed and the
Premier need have no fear for his re-
yvenue.

Amendment put and negaiived.

Hon. J. MIT'CHELL: | move a fur-
ther amendmeni—
That the second provise be struck

oul.

Will the Minister tell us that he is seri-
ous in ibis propoesal. The Bill is sup-
pused to be one to help those who need
help, bt the =econd proviso is abse-
lutely unfair inasmuch as it says that the
clause shall not apply to those who are
mostly in need of assistance.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister vught
to agree to this proviso being deleted.
If a man’s rent is reduced. it mayv be
that he is in arrears to the extent of six
or 12 months, and the redunction may
mean that he is in eredit. According to
the intention of the Government it is
proposed tc compel a man to horrow
money from the Tndustries Assistance
Board and pay G per cent. for it, in spite
of the fact that nnder the Bill, whieh
may then be law, he may have a credit,
Tt will not inflict any hardship on the
CGovernment to delete the proviso.

The MINTSTER FOR LLANDS: Hon.
memhers are arguing that an injustice
should be done. The proviso means that
hefore the measure can apply, everybody
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must e on an equal footing. To-day
thousands of our settlers have complied
with the law and paid their rents night
up to Ilecember, but there are hundreds
of others who have not paid, and we
simply say fhat, in commou justice and
hefore the Act ean apply, everyone shall
have paid the rents due. Hon. memhers,
by asking us to strike out the provisoe,
wanl ns to diseriminate and give the same
consideration to the man who has not
paid ns to the man who has, The Bill
wonld be unjust without the proviso.

Mir. GRIFFITHS: Will the Minister
explain the position of the settlers whe
were originally 60 miles away from a
railway and who may now be 20 miles
from a railway? Are they (o be charged
on the basis as though they had had a
ratlway from the time they took up the
land?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In
repricing (he land we have to reeognise
Parliamentary authority to build railway
lines as if the line was actually there.
Take the Kondinin-Merredin line; that is
authorised and in repricing ihe land, the
prices will he based as if the line had
been actually completed. Therc are cer-
tain areas seltled tn-day where men are
too far from existing lines and where
ratlway construetion has not been auth-
orised,  In that ecase the price will be
hased on the relative disiance from the
anthorised line.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: In regard to
the line referred to it will be another
three vears before the settlers can expect
to get it. Why shonld they he penalised
{n that extent?

The Minister for Lands: Every settler
had had to suffer at different times.

Mr, WANSBROUGH: in addition to
snffering the injustice of being without
the railway for ancther three vears, they
have heen in that unfortunale position
for the last five or six years. I agree
wilh the member for Northam, I do net
think it right that these people should
he penalised to the cxtent they are, in
view of the faet that alreadv they have
heen enffering for a nomber of vears.
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Amendruent put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 15
Noes . ‘e .. 17
Majority against .. 2
AYga, N
Mr. Allen Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Cununingham Mr. Robinson
Mr. George Mr. Veryard
Mr. Grifliths Mr. Waosbrough
Mr, Hardwick Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hicknoott Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Johnslon Mr. Gilehrist
Mr. Lefroy {TPelier)
Noms.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Carpenter Mr, Mullany
Mr. Chesson Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Colller Mr. Plesse
Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr, Jas. Gardlner Mr. Thomas
Mr. Harrison ‘I Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heltmanao Mr. Bolton
Mr. Johnson {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clayse 3—Annual rent under condi-
tional purchase leases not to exceed 6d.
per acre:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The clause
ought to he struck out. The value of land
is a relative one, and the term of years
should be relative also. The term makes
all the difference to the price of the land.
I hope the Minister will allow the clanse
to be deleted, in which case T have a new
clause to move in its place,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
clanse represents a fair provision. The
ambition of the Government is to put
everyone on the same level in paying 6d.
per aere er annum. If, as the hon.
member desives, we make it 20 years or
30 vears, we will be getfing away from
that prineiple.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister is
tllorieal. Bevond 15s. the Minister
charges higher than 6d. to cover the total
amount in 30 years, Land valued at 25s.
will pay 10d. per acre per annum.

anse put and passed.

(Mause 4—Power to average the price
of cultivable and grazing land comprised
in the same lease.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. MI'CHELL: Is it possible
to do as the clause proposes? .

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Hon. J. MITCHRELL: Under either
Part V. or Part VI.?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But the im-
provement conditions under the respec-
tive paris are totally different, Under
the clause a man will be able to acquire
first-class land without performing any
conditions of residence, and without be-
ing subjected to the higher scale of im-
provewnents.

The Minister for Lands: We ean pool
the improvements,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But il penal-
ises the man who does not live on the
land, by making him provide extra im-
provements. That eannot be done under
ihe clause. The lease will probably he
1ssued under Part V1. That is not farr,
becaunse the conditions and improvements
are totally different.

The Minister for Lands: It 15 nof un-
fair either to the country or to the settier.
He will be subject to the conditions in the
Act.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: But there is one
set of eonditions for first-class land and
another set for second-class. The Minis-
ter proposes to sell first-class land under
second - elass improvement conditions,
Under this proposal it will be possible
for a man to hold firsi-class Iand und
evade the usual eonditions.

The Minister for Lands: The elanse
does not interfere with his ohligations in
regard to improvements. It is simply to
enable us fo issue one lesse instead of
two or three.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But the Min-
ister will issue the lease under either
Part V. or Part VT, .

The Minister for Lands:
rends,

Hon. J. MITCHELT,: Tt must be one
or the other, heeause it is so provided in
the elause.’

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
clanse in no way interferes with improve-
ments. Ti atms al amalgamating the
leases instead of issming two or three.

The obligation in regard to improvements
» L J

Tt all de-
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will remain. The improvement eonditions
are provided for in a separate seclion of
the Aet and will still apply, The clause
will merely effect an economy in regard
to ihe leases.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Qoe set of im-
provements and conditions is provided
under Section 68 relating to grazing land
and a different set under Seection 55 re-
lating to agricultural land. This clause
will not work in the hest interests of the
Slate, but will lead to confusion. T sug-
gest that it be negatived.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : I cannot foliow
the argument of the member for Norihum
hecanse Subelause 2 makes the position
absolutely clear,

Mr. WILLMOTT : If the greater por-
tion of the land is first-elass it will eome
under Part V., and if the greater portion
ts grazing land it will come under
Part VI.

Hon, Prank Wilson: Under diiferent
conditions of improvement.

Mr, WILLMOTT: The inprovements
depend on the class of land,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will not a lot of
first-class land get off with second-elass
improvements?

Mr. WILLMOTT:
that ean happen. .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
clanse provides that the preponderating
elass of land shall deeide the eclass. Tf
the argument of the member for Nor-
tham were corrvect it would cut both
ways. )

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not with the same
individual.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: That
is irue, but the difficulties are so great
departmentally that the under secretary

I eannot see how

hus pressed for this amendmeni. The
clanse will pot interfere with the im-
provemenis under the lease. We shall

merely issue one lease instead of iwo or
three leases.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The residence
conditions have always heen considered
important. TUnder non-residence condi-
tions the Act insists upon 50 per cent.
moure improvemenis. The Minister pro-
poses to disregard the improvement con-

ditions and, in order to make it more
convenient for lhe depariment, jssue one
lease for two classes of land. This will
operate in the interests of the man who
does nol live on bis land.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: 'I'be improvements
ought to apply as at present,

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Yes, but this
clause will favour the speculator. It
would be a pity to depart from the com-
pulsury improvement conditions.

The Minister for Lands: It has been
done anly on the urgent representation
of the under secrelary who has had ex-
tensive experience.

Heon. J. MITCHELL: 1 recognise he is
a very capable man, but it is for us to
say what L(he improvement conditions
shall be,

The Minister for Lands: We are not
interfering with the improvement con-
ditions,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1t is of no use
saying that. The man who does noi re-
side on his land will be able to eseape
the penalty in the way of improvements.
The Minister is encouraging lhe specula-
tor and the city dweller and not the man
who resides on his land,

Mr. HARRISON : Does this clause in-
terfere with the amalgamation of im-
rovements?

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. HARRISON: It seems clear that
the improvements will have to be carried
out as faithfully as they bave to be under
the old Aet.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
residential conditipns?

Mr. HARRISON: I assume that the
conditions will have to be carried ount
exactly as under the old Acet. The main
thing is to enconrage the productivity of
the soil.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No duminy should
be allowed to hold ihe land.

Mr. HARRISON: People who want to
go into the thing for money could easily
gel someone to select it and so defeat the
Act, This will be a cleaner way of doing
it than the old way.

Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 5, 6, 7—agreed to.

Including the



1882

Clause 8—Amendment of Section 14
of Act of 1909:

Mr. WILLMOTT: What is the mean-
ing of this clause whieh seeks to amend
Section 14 of the Aet of 19097

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Under
the Land Aet, passed during the term of
office of the member for Northam, a pro-
vision was inserted that the eost of earry-
ing out of survey work sbould be {rans-
ferred from revenue to loan, and the land
revenue had to recoup loan for the
amount of money spent out of loan on
surveys. Provision was also made that
each year loan funds had to be recouped
from revenne by what was known as the
land improvement fund. When the hon.
member introduced this no provision was
made for the utilisation of the money,
and whilst we have the money we cannot
nse it. The proposed amendment of the
Act will enable the fund to be utilised as
Parliament authorises, otherwise the fund
would be credited and go on the hooks
of the Treasury and we would have no
power to nse it. Tt is trme that it is
being used to-day, bul any Government
would do so and would not allow money
to lie idle.

Mr. Willmott: What is the amouni?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I-

think it is about £25,000 a year and that
it has been in operation for some three
years. I do not know the exaet amonnt.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 9—agreed to.

New elause—Amendment of Section
136:

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: T move—

That the following be added as
a new clause:—“Section one hundred
and thirty-siz of the principal Aect is
hereby amended by omitling the fol-
lowing words, namely, ‘pay the same
within thirty days from the due day,
together with q fine of twopence in the
pound, and if he fails to pay as iast
aforesaid he shall pay the same within
sizty days from the due day, together
with @ fine of sizpence in the pound,
and if ke fails to pay as last aforesaid
he shall pay the same within ningly
days from the fdue day Ingether with g
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fine of one shilling in the pound” and
ingerting in place thereof ‘be liable to
a fine of twopence in the pound per
month or portion of a month while
such rent continues in arrear’; and by
adding 1o the first paragraph of the
seetion the following provisos :—*“Pro-
vided that where an exlension of time
for payment of renit has been approved
by the Under Secretary for Lands in
writing, the fine shall, during such
period of extension, be at the rate of
one penny in the pound per monih or
portion of a month: Provided also that
the Minister may in his diseretion
watve any such fines: Provided also
that no conditional purchase lease shall
be forfeited for default in payment of
rent until such rent is in arrear for
one year, unless the Minister is satis-
fied that the land comprised in the

lease is wunimproved or has Dheen
abandoned by the lessee.”
This deals with the question of fnes.

For a number of years there have heen
complaints regarding the high inecidence
of the fines charged to settlers whose renis
were in arrears. At the present lime
the fine is 2d. in the pound for the first
month or part of the month; Gd. in the
pound for the second month or part of
the month, and 1s. in the pound for the
third raonth or part of the month. The
Government have recognised the unfair -
cidence of this penalty, which has always
been enforeed by previons Adminisira-
tions sinee the Land Act came into opera-
tion. Fifteen months agoe Mr. Bath said
that he would no longer enforce the fine.
and that he proposed to introduce legis-
lation for the imposition on distressed
farmers of a fine of, T think, 5 per eent.
or 6 per cent. 1 suggest in the amend-
ment that the fine should be at the rate
of 10 per cenl. per annum on a seitler
who withont eommunicating with the de-
partment wilfully allows his rent to fall
into arrears. [ think 1hat is high enongh
to make it unprofitable for people pav-
ing large land rents to let them slide. We
have heen alarmed to hear that settlers
with well estahlished holdings would be
liable to forfeit them if they did not pav
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their rent. [ think this House should
take a stand in suel cases. [ frusi the
Yinister will see the jusiice of the pro-
posal in view of the attitude taken up by
VMr. Bath and approved of by the Gov-
ernment.

The MINIRTER FOR LANDS: | can-
noi agree (o the addition of the new
clause. 'Fhere is quile a number of
amendments which the department and
the Government would like to see made
to the principal Aet. This is not a Bill
for generally amending the Tand Aet,
and consequently the Government limit
it to the guestion of re-pricing and other
clauses dealing with this question or di-
rectlv affecting the revenue of the conntry.
We believe that a good deal of expendi-
ture can be saved without any injury fo
the -people of the State. There is, for
instance, the publication of land rents,
which is a hnge expenditure aod an ahso-
lute waste of moneyv. Another direction
in which a saving can be effected is in
the amalgamation of the leases which
we have just debated. Seeing that the
jovernment have denied themselves the
insertion of many amendmenis which are
wanted, it would be unfair for them to
adopt anv amendment outside those al-
ready in the Bill. We have hmited the
Rill for the purposes for which it was
introdneed. ‘and we cannol go hevond
that.

Mr. GEORGE : The Minister has partly
given himself away. The Bill, T presume,
has for its genesis the desire to aet fairly
to people who were thought not to have
been liberally treated before. We under-
stand that what the member for Wil-
liaws-Narrogin  has embodied in his
amendment has been practically agreed
to and has been the practice of the De-
partment for some considerable time.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Not entirely,
but they have waived the fines,

Mr. GEORGE: They have acknow-
ledged the principle. The Government
cannot object to poing a step further,
and putting their principle into legal
form. The Minister for Lands does
not contend that the amendment is
unfair, or against the interests of the
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State. As to his main objection, 1 may
pont out that certain provisions of the
Bill are not exactly within its professed
limits. The principle of this new clause
having been admitted and even put
into practice, why should not the clause
be placed on the statute-hook ?

The Premier: Dozens of amend-
ments have been sugpested which we
have not accepted.

Mr. GEORGE : But this amendment
has appeared on the XNotice Paper.
The question of the right of the Chamber
to improve legislation is involved.

New clause put, and a division taken
with the following resulé :—

Ayes .- - .o 14
Noes - . oo 21

Majority against .. 7

AYES,

Mr. Allen Mr. Hobinssu
Mr. George Mr. Smith
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Veryard
Mr. Johnston Mr, Wansbrough
Mr, Lefroy Mr. Willmott
Mr. Mitchell Mr. . Wiison
Mr. Nalrn Mr. Gllchrist

(Tcller)

NOES.

Mr. Angwin Mr, Mullany
Mr. Carpenier Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr, Chess=on Mr. Piesse
Mr. Colller M. Feaddan
Mr. Foley AMr. B. I. Simdibs
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Taylor
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Thomaa
Mr. Harrison Mr. Urderwood
Mr. Heltinann Mr, AL AL Wi
Mr. Johnson Mr. Balon
Mr. McDowall { Tetiery

New clause thus negatived.
New clause :

Mr. WILLMOTT: I move—

Phat the following be added as a
new clause .—Ezcept in apecial areas
notified in the ' Government Cazetie™
and suitable for close settlement, or
having e speciel value, the price of
ordinary unimproved first-class land
aituated within five miles of o railway
shall not exceed [fifteen shillings an
acre, and ¢f beyond five wmiles, but
within ten miles, of e railway, shall
not exceed thirleen shillings an acre,
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and if beyond ten miles from o railway
shall not exceed eleven shillings an
acre ; and the price of ordinary un-
improved second-class land situated with.
in fivze miles of a railway shall not
exceed eight shillings an acre, ond iof
beyond flve miles, but within ten miles,
of @ railway, shail not exceed six shillings
" and gizpence an acre, and if beyond ten
miles from a raidway shall nol exceed
stz shillings an acre ; and the price of
ordinary wnimproved third-class land
situated within five miles of a railway
shall not exceed five shillings an acre,
and if beyond flve miles, bul within
ten miles, of a rashway, shall nol exceed
Sfour shillings and three pence an acre,
and if beyond len miles from a railwey
shall not exceed three shillings and
ninepence an acre. In giving sffect
to Section tive of this Act, the pro-
vigions of this section shall apply.

The Minister has stated that this is a
re-pricing Bill, and therefore my amend-
ment must be entirely in order. I
consider that the new clause would very
much improve the Bill. Tt affirms as
a pringiple that the maximum price of
land shall be 1353. per acre, except in
areas suitable for close settlement or
having & special value. Zones A and
B are priced at 25s. and 208, per acre
respectively.

. The Minister for Lands: Those zones
represent land of special value.

Mr, WILLMOTYT: That is a wild
agsertion,

The DBMinister for Lands :
of their rainfall.

Mr. WILLMOTT : Memunental ignor-
ance speaks. 1 have pufficient faith in
the knowledge and capacity of the men
who made the map which hangs on the
wall of this Chamber to know that
they would have procveeded differently
hud they been aware than an arbitrary
line wons to be drawn. I consider that
the schedule should he embodied in
the Bill. The policy of this State should
he to settle people on the land, and
not to retard land settlement by dragging
extortionate prices out of the people.

Mr. E. B. JORXNSTON: I protest
against the Country party stealing our
policy.

Because
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Mr. Willmott: You dare not wvoice
it
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The leader

of the Country party wants the people
to think that he has brought forward
this proposal as something emanating
from his new organisation. I want the
people to know that this policy of the
158. maximum was put forward by the
late Minister for Lands, approved by
Cabinet, and was enunciated in the
Premier’s policy speech 15 months ago,
before there was a Country party in the
Legislative Assernbly. It is my intention
to support the hon. member. I hope
the Minister will explain the salteration
which has been made since last night on
the map which appears in the Chamber,
and which alteration affects the re-
pricing under this ¢lause.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member has inforined the Committes
thet this is part of the Government
policy. I want to repudiate that. 1
would be sorry to be associated with a
¢lansgo of this description. It is a totally
impracticable clause. It cannot be ap-
plied, and it is not worth tho paper it is
writton on. It starts by admitting that
o hard and fast meximum price cannot
be fixed. It is becausse A and B are
special areas that they are not included in
the 15s. ; they are not included hecause
the land is unquestionably cheap at
26is.  When the repricing was done and
was submitted to Mr. Bath, that gentle-
man prepared & recommendation to
Cabinet. Cabinet were not dealing with
Zones A and 13. Cabinet knew axactly
what they were dealing with, and when
the repricing was started, the board was
instructed to reprice the land that had
been increased since the year L9140,
and the land which was dealt with is
the land in C; 1, and . ‘The msmber
for Williams-Narrogin, however, has
scored over me on ona little point. In
hig electorate, by a slight misfortune,
thers is a small section which ecomes
under Class 13, and on that £1 has to be
paid instead of 15s. [Becausc of that
the hon. member thinks the Bill is
worthless. :

Mr. E. B. Johnston : That is not so.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS : When
the matter was referred to Cabinet. the
repricing board, consisting of Messrs.
Canning, Fox, and Leifroy, were ap-
pointed. They found, on investigation,
that there was & small portion of the
land in Zones A and B which was alien-
ated in 1910, and consequently to deal
with that land, thoy would have to deal
with those two zones. The matter was
sabmitted to me, and it was the first
time that T. as Minister, knew that the
areas referred to came undur the repricing
scheme. Mr. Bath, even, was not aware
that the good land referred to in Zones
A and 13 was included in the repricing.
I pointed out to Cabinet that Zones A
#¥nd B would -have &n he deelt with,
because we were dealing with land which
had been alienated since 1910, but by
making 15s. apply to Zone C, we were
shsolutely carrying out our policy.

Hon. [F. Mitchell: You did not have
-8 zone when you adopted that policy.

The Premier: Do you suoggest that
‘none of our land is worth more than
153. an acre ?

Mr. Willmott : You as Treasurer only
think of fithy Jucre.

The MINISTER FOiR LANDS ; With
regard to the amondment, in addition to
the defects to which I have veferred, it
alludes to ‘ ordinary first class land.”
I would like to know the definition of
* ordinary first class land.”

Mr. Willmott: Land inside a 12in.
rainfall and not more than five miles from
a railway.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: RBut
.the hon. member does not say that.
Then the hon. member’'s amendment gous
on to refer to ordinary second class land,
and ordinery third class land. Those
words do not comvey anvthing. The
hon. member bases the valuo of land
purely on the question of distance from
a railway ; the rainfall is not taken into
congicdleration at all. We cannot bnse
the value of land on the distance from
a reilway. That inay be a guiding factor,
but it is not the only factor. Tt is very
unwise to fix & maximum price; we
fix & minimym price, and from that it is
for the Government to define its policy.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
told the Committes it never was the
policy of the Government to touch the
land in Zones A and B. As a matter of
fact the whole of that Jand was sold
during my term. It was referred to in
the minute by Mr. Bath. Mr. Bath's
recommendation became the policy of
the Government, but the Government
goon saw that it would not work. It
never has been a guestion of price with
these people, and the reclassifieation
board said so. It is a question now
of affording relief in the early stages,
& question of small paymonts for the
first 10 yesrs.

Mr. Willmott: The land should be
free for tho first five vears.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I have never
heard the han. member on that point.
The question of early payments is deserv-
ing of the utmost consideration. If the
hon. member will move to make the
land free for the first few years T will
support him., It is no real help to the
settler to spread a small modieum of
help over 30 years. Would the hon.
member like to sell his land in the
South-West for 15s. spread over 30
years ?  There is swamp land down near
Bridgetown that would fetch many times
15a.

Mr. Willmott: L have provided for
that in my amendment.

The Premier: The Minister could do
a8 he liked under that amendment.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Minister's
proposals are no better than the proposal
of the hon. member, even where the
Minister applies his proposals to 15s.
land, hecause he insists that they shall
pay from the jump. The Bill does not
provide for anyv reduction of the pay-
ments of the past.

The Premier : Read the last paragraph
of the amendment.

Hon. J. MITCBELL: The late Min-
ister for Lands recommended that 18s.
should be the price, and thet it shouid
apply to all land in the wheat area. That
was just before the 1914 e¢lections.
Cabinet adopted the 13s. proposal, but
how have they carried it out? We
know, too, how they+ have extended
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congideration to the settlere in regard
to these payments. It would be wrong
to put any maximum in the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E.
B. Johnston) referred to the alteration
in the map. That was dne to representa-
tions made by the Midland Railway
Co. They took exception to their iand
being coloured as having been repriced,
and we altered the map in compliance
with their request.

New clause put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . .. .. §
Noes .. .. o4
Majority against .18
AYES.
Mr. Cupninghan. Mr. Willmott
Mr. George OME AL AL Wi
Mr. iekman Mr. Criffiths
Mr. tobnsenn (Tetler) -

Mr. Wansbraaeh

Mr. Underwood
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Dolton
(Teller)

Mr. Heltmann
Mr, Johnron
My, Lefroy
Mr. MeDowal}
Mr. Mitehell

Noga.

Mr. Allen I Mr. Mullany
Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Carpenter Al Hobinson
Mr. Cheszon | Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Collier | AMr. Smilh
Mr. Foley . Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Gilchrist { Mr. Taylor
Mr. Green | Mr. Thomas

{

!

|

|

1

]

New clauss thus negatived.
New clause:
Hon. J. MITCHELL : I move—
That the following be added as a
new clause .— Whenever a leage wunder
Part V. or Part VI of the principal
Act is forfedted for default in payment
of rent, if all the conditions of the lease
relating lo improvements were complied
with to the date of forfetture, no con-
ditional purchase lease of the forfeited
land shall be granted except ob « pre-
mium for such improvements, lo be
ascertained by pullting up the lease for
sale by auciion. The auckion shall be
held by some person to be appointed by
the Minister under gection one hundred
and fifty-eight of the principal Ad,
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at such place as the Minister may
determine, and shall be advertised in
such manner g the Minister may think
fit. The premium shall be payable
within such time and by such instal-
ments (if any) es the Minister may
divect ; and, after payment of the ex-
penges of and incidental lo the sale,
such premium shall be applied in pay-
ment of the rend and fines due wunder
the forfeited lease and other moneys
(#f any) due by the lessee to the Depart-
ment of Lands and Swrveys or o
any other Government Department or
ngtituiion, and the balance (if any)
ghall be payable lo the lessee of the
Jorfeited lease.”

This money outstanding to he debited
to the lessee, is really in the same position
a8 money owing to & mortgagee. A
mortgagee i compelled to submit the
land mortgaged to him to anction,
and, after satisfying the debt, to hand
back the balance of the proceeds to the
owner. The Government ought to be
willing to take up the same position.
Sometimes land is forfeited after rent
has been paid and improvements effected
for 10 years, and the money thus in-
vested shonld be protected.

Mr. Smith: Wounld the buyer stand
in the same position ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: In the same
position as the outgoing lessee.

The Minister for Lands: Suppoesing
it did not realise sufficient ¥

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Then it would
revert to the Crown.

The Minister for Lands: Why go to
the expense of & sale by auction ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The expense
would be infinitesimal,

The Minister for Lands: The Act
gives permission for sale by auction.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The proposed
new claunse will make it obligatory om
the CGovernment to submit a forfeited
holding to auction. but only when the
improvements have been fully effected
and when the only default is in pay-
ment of rent.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Aot provides for forfeited hlocks to be
submitted to auction. This course was
followed for & number of years but
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was discarded because often we went
to the trouble and expense of adver-
tising and holding a sale and did ot
get & sufficient bid. The present prac-
tice ia that, when the block is forfeited,
the improvements are valued by the
department and if, after the liabilities
to the State have been met, there is a
surplus, it goes to the original lessee,
We have tried both systems, and the
present is the more satisfactory.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : When & lessee
forfeits his holding he has no rights
under the Act.

The Minister for Lands: We always
make a refund if there is & surplus.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The rents paid
are never taken into corsideration but are
lost to the lessee. We are anxious to
get the land improved under conditions
abaclutely fair to the selector. It is
not the custom to-day to protect the
settler to any great extent. If it is
done in some cases as & matter of grace,
why should not it be done in all cases
under statutory provision ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister}: The Hon. member's
proposition is an extraordinary one. If
& person buys conditional purchase
land, and feils to complete, according
to the hon. member we should return
all the money he has paid.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No, the surplus,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister}: He is paid the surplas.
Under the proposed new clause & man
could hold land for years and, without
incurring any loss, could claim the
return of his money.

New clause put and negatived.

New clause—Relief against forfeiture
in certain cases :

Hon. J. MITCHELL : 1 move—

That the following be added as a new
clause —** If any lease under Part

V. or Part VI. of the principal Act is

Jorfeited for default in paymeni of

rent, the lessee may, within one month

of the publication in the ° Government

Gazette® of notice of the forfeilure, apply

to a Resudent Magistrote for relief om

the ground that the lessee was unable
to pay the rent by reason of o failure
of his crop. The application shall be
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heard by the Resident Magisiraie after
such notice to the Minister of the time
appointed for the hearing as the Regident
Magistrate may deem sufficient to afford
the Minister an opportunity of showing
cause against the application. If
18 proved fo the salisfaction of the
Resident Magistrate that the lessee was
unable to pay the reni by reason of the
Jailure of his crop, he may give o
certificate in writing to the applicant
to that effect. On produclion by the
lessee of such certificate, ond on payment
of the rent <n arrear, the Governor shall
waive the forfeiture and reinstate the
lessee as of his former estate :  Provided
that if on such application the Resident
Magistrate shall refuse to give a certi-
ficate he may order that the applican
shall pay to the Minister the reasonabls
costs of opposing the application, to bs
fized by the Resident Magistrate, and
such costs shall be payable by the
applicant to the Minzster accordingly .
Provided also that no certificaie sholl
be granted if an application for a
conditional purchase lease or other
holding of the forfeiled land has been
made and approved before notice of an
application for relief under this section
s served on the Minister.”

Recently the Minister announced that
he would forfeit land wunless the rent
was paid, as lessees could go to the
Industries Assistance Board and borrow
money with which to pay their rent.
The proposed new clause provides that
where there is a f{failure of crop, the
Minister alone shall not decide whether
reliof shall be granted. 1 propose that
the lessee should be able to apply te
the Resident Magistrate.

New clause put and negatived.

. New clause—Amendments of Sectious
55 and 38 :
Hon. J. MITCHELL : I move—

That the following be added as a new
clause :—** Section fifty-five of the prin-
ctpal Act iz amended by omiiling the
word ° one-twentieth’ in paragraph (1)
with a view of tnserting the word * one-
thirtieth.” Section thirty-cight of the
Land Aet Amendment Act, 1906, is
amended by omitting the word °one
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twentieth ' in paragraph (1} with a view

of inserting the word * one-thirtieth.’
All leases should have e currency of
30 years instead of a mixed eurrency
as proposed in the Bill.

New clause put and negatived.

New clause :

Hon. J. MITCHELL : 1 move—

That the jollowing be added as a
new clouse :—* The Mintster may after
any lease has been in existence for five
years, and the full improvements re-
quired by the Act have been performed,
tssue lo the lessee & Crown grant on
payment of the purchase money 7re-
served on the lease less a rebate of four
per cent per annum.”

We have extended the leases to 30 years.
Thet would mean that a man must
wait 30 years to get & Crown grant, or pay
up the full amount of the purchase
money without the rebate under the law.
I propose that if the lesses is willing
to pay up, he shall do so and receive
the rebate. That will be of advantage
to the revenue of the Btate. I do not
propose that we shall relieve people,
who buy land, from the improvement
conditions or from the need to reside
where residence is part of the arrange-
ment. Many people will prefer to have
a Crown grant, and when they can afford
to take it up they should be in a position
to do so.

. The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
recognise that there is some argument in
the hon. member’s contention and pos
aibly some justification for the new clausa,
I will ask the Under BSecretary of the
department and the Crown law authori.
ties to look into the matter and if we
find it is necessary to insert the clause
this will be done in another place.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : As the Minister
has undertaken to congider the matter
in this way I am prepared to withdraw
the proposed new clause.

New clause by leave withdrawn.

New clause :

Mr. GRIFFITHS : T move—

That the following be added as o
new clause :—** That the Minister be
empoiered to extand the term and exempt
payment of rent for five years until such
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time as a rathvay be constructed Lo those
settlers outside the 12} mile radius,
who seitled wpon certain areas on the
promise of a kine being constructed.”

It is the enstom in the Eastern States to
give such terms. In Queensland 10
years, in South Australia 10 years, and
New South Wales 5 years are allowed.
I have in mind four sections of the com-
munity in this State which should be
assisted. The first section is in my
own electorate between Kondinin and
Merredin. There is another section in-
the Avon electorate mlong the Yorkra-
kine~North Baandee railway route. There
is also the Mt. Marshall. Lake Brown
section and the Lake Grace section of
sottlers. The board appointed to inquire
into the repricing of land recommended
a general allround exemption for five
years. I am simply asking that the
people 1 have referred to, who were
placad on these areas on the distinet
promise of a railway line, should be given
exemnption until such time as the
promised lines are constructed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Whilst I agres with much of what the
hon. member has said T cannot, I regret,
entertain his proposa! for the reasons
which I gave in connection with a pro-
posal put forward earlier in the evening.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The proposal
contains a good deal to commend it to
members. I understand the Minister
proposes to infrodute a more conipre-
hensive Bill next session.

The Premier: He did not say that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premisr
made it clear that other amendments
were nooded. I hope that the proposal
to exempt, to some extent, settlers who
are outside the profitable carting dis-
tance, will be considered.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Whikt I waas
speaking on this particular matter last
evening, certain interjections were made
which, after reading a copy of my
speech, I consider are & distinct reflee-
tion on certain actions of mine. The
Minister for Lands when interjecting
whilst T was speaking in connection
with a regolution which I had read—
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The CHAIRMAN : Is the hon,
member referring to & previous debate
of this session ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 am referring
to the subject which we are now dis-
cusging. -

The CHAIRMAXN : The hon, member
must deal with the amendment,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Then I am ruled
out of order. '

Mr. THOMSON : 1T regret that the
Miniater in c¢harge of the Bill cannot
gee his way to fall in with the wishes
of the member for York. When we
were dealing with Clause 3 I hed pro-
posed to move an addition that all
settlers should have a period of five
years free of rent and free of land tax,
but the clause was passed without my
being able to do so. I hope the Minister
will be able to deal with this matter

‘'when the measure goes before another

place.

The Minister for Lands: We have
already had a clause dealing with that
matter. .

Mr. THOMSON : We were told that
this was not & party measure, but it
would appear from the divisions that this
is s0. It seems to me a pity that
the Government shiould adopt such an
attitude,

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must speak to the proposed new clause.

Mr. THOMSOXN : In my district there
are settlers who have been promised
a railway, and who have no chance of
farming at & profit without that railway.
Settlers at a distance from the railway
system should receive consideration from
the Government.

New clause put and negatived.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENXNT.

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of seven amendments re-
quested by the Council now considered.
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In Commiltee,
Mr. Holman in the Chair ; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill

No. 1—Clause 2, after the word
“and,” in line two, insert ** municipal
and road board rates and licenses ' :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
amendment proposes to include the
peyment of municipal and roads board
rates and licenses in Section 9 of the
principal Act, making it compulsory for
the Government to pay such rates and
licenses out of the proceeds of & crop
before the surplus is dealt with. I can-
not accept the amendment, as it would
be a breach of faith with the merchants
and others, who understood these rates,
and licenses would come under the
Third Schedule of the Act. T move.—

That the amendment be not made.

Mr. PIESSE : Are municipalities and
roads boards debarred under the prin-
cipal Act from suing for rates and
licenses ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
they herassed settlers who have not
money to pay, the Government would
proclaim the Postponement of Debis
Aot and so prevent the taking of action,

Question put and passed ; the Council’s
amendment not made.

No. 2—Clause 2, strike out the words
“‘gubstituting the figures ‘1917 for.
‘1918 ° in the proviso” and insert the
words “striking out the proviso ”:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
object of thiz amendment is to rectify
an error in the principal Act, Section 9
of which limits the operation of the
measure. The limitation should be made
at the end of the Act. I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment made.

No. 3—Clause 3, after the word * or,”
in line two, insert the words '* municipal
and road board rates and licenses ' :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
amendment again refers to nunicipal
and roads board rates and licenses.
1 move— .

That the amendment be not made.

Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment not made. .
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No. 4—Clause 5, strike out the two
last lines and insert the iollowing:—
“ greditors who participate in such
distribution shall allow a discount of
one and & quarter per centurn off their
claims, so far as the same are satisfied,
and such discount may be applied by
the Colonial Treasurer towards the cost
of administering this Aet™ : )

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : There
was & doubt as to whether the discount
of 1} per cent. was to be borne by the
farmer or by the merchant. This amend-
ment makes it clear that the merchant
must bear the charge. It is really =
Government amendment. I move—

That the amendmeni be made,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I understand
the Government now charge 2} per cent.
on saccounts paid by the Industries
Assistance Board.

The Minister for Lands:
discount for cash.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That is done
by regulation, and not under the Act ?

The Minister for Lands: Yes,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: [ think the
clause should apply to all payments by
the Industries Assistance Board. As
the clause now stands, the 1} per cent.
will be deducted from suppliers who are
paid by the Government. The 2} per
cent. to which I have referred is charged
againgt merchants and storekeepers, who

That is

in their turn charge it against the

farmer,

The Minister for Works: There is
always 24 per cent. discount.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Not in the

case of country storekeepers, who cannot
allow discount by reason of the increased
railway freights. The charge should
not be more than 1} per cent. in any
case. Why have thizs clause at all,
if the Minister can charge just what he
pleases ?

Mr. HARRISON: Do I understand
that this means a reduction of 1} per
cent. {rom machinery merchants and
from others who participate in the
arrangements made by the board ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is the position. An agreement wasg
arrived at with the merchants, who said,
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“H you do the business we will allow
you 1} per cent,”

Question passed ; the Council’s amend.-
ment made.

No. 5—Clause 5, add & subelause to
stand as Subeclavse 2 a8 follows :—
Section twenty-one of the principal Act
is further amended by added a para-
graph as follows :—"Jf the Colonial
Treasurer shall, in his discretion, think
fit to give effect to this section by apply-
ing the surplus proceeds of the assigned
erops in or towards the discharge of the
other debts and obligations of the
applicant, the applicant shall not nor
shall any person claiming under him
redeern, prior to the distribution of
such surplus, the securities in the hands
of the Colonial Treasurer, anything con-
tained in this Aect to the contrary not-
withstanding " :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Under
the principal Act a settler who has had
assistance from the board ¢an pay off
the Treasurer and then refuse to comply
with the conditions of the measure as
outlined in Section 21 and the third
echedule. This proviso is inserted so
that we may carry out the obligation
of seeing that the surplus is distributed
amongst the merchants as outlined
in the schedule and as agreed to hetween
the Government and the merchants. I

move—
That the amendment be made.
Mr, HARRISON: A farmer may

have had a certain amount advanced
from the Industries Assistance Board
and may have other liabilities, but it
appears that the Govermnent want more
than will actuslly recoup them for their
advance. Is it possible that, as soon as
8 man has delivered sufficient produce
t0 meet the liabilities of the Government,
plus all the other amounts, he is free
then to use the balance ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I agree that
the Minister is under & certain obligation
to the creditors and as agreed he is to
protect them and act as receiver for
them, When we pass this clause the
Minister will meroly take what is owing
to the Industries Assistance Board and,
at the request of the other creditors,
discharge the farmer. 1f the other
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creditors, when the Minister’s claim is
satisfied, con obtsin a release for the
farmer, that is setisfactory.

The MIXTSTER FOR LANDS: I
he pays his full liability ander paragraphs
(a) and (b) of Section 9 and the interest
as well, and then his other creditors
say, ‘' We are prepared to let him go,”
then we will not stand in the way.

Mr. THOMSON : A man may have
taken advantage of the Induatries Assist-
ance Board and he may be prepared to
pay to the hoard the whole of the money
they advanced him to pay his rent, his
interest to the Agricultural Bank, stores,
ete., but if he is owing past debts, such
as machinery, according to this clause
he cannot go iree.

The Minister for Lands:
the other creditors agree.

Mr. THOMSON : YWhat willi happen
if one creditor objects ?

The Minister for Lands : The matter
is left to the discretion of the Treasurer
if one man tries to victimise the farmer.
We will not then stand in the way.

Mr. THOMSOXN: If a farmer has
satisfied the Tndustries Assistance Board
will the Government allow him to sell
his crop and do what he likes with it ?
The reason I ask is that one of my con-
stituents ofiered to pay to the board the
whole of his liabilities right up to date
but he has not besn able to get a reply.
Such a man should have rhe opportunity
of going free. If he has not, he is, to all
intents and purposes, a bond slave,
heeause he will have to do as the board
tells him. If he wants to buy machinery
he must have the approval of the board.
If & private individual is prepared to
hand over to the board the whole of the
money he owes, then the (Govermunent
are not running any risk, and the other
creditors are nof in any worse posivon.
What I am afraid of is that the other
¢reditors will not give him the oppor-
tunity of getting free-

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A
settler can exercise his own discretion in
regard to the marketing of his crop,
provided that the board is satisfied that
he is uot inturfering with the asset of the
board which, of course, is his crop. We
simply say to the settler, “ You can

167)
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make your own arrangement, but thatk
arrgngomenl is subject to ocur endorse-
ment,”  The settler mnight sell his erop
at a price which is below the market
rate.  That is not likely, but it is possible,
and the board would lose in consequence.
With that restriction we try to allow
the farmer to carry on his own business.
In regard to the clause, we could never
have gune into this iatter of helping
the farmer to market his crop i we had
not  made arrengements with  the
machinery merchants and given a guar-
antes that their machinery would not
be removed from the famn. We said,
“We will advance for this year’s crop,
and shall have the first ¢all on the-crop
for what we have advanced, and after-
wards the surpius shall be distributed.”
Wae discussed the third schedule with the
Chamber of Commeree. When we were
doaling with the repayment, we put in
a provision—I think it was a mistake—
that if the settler paid that which we
had advanced he could get a clearance.
By this the (toverument were protecting
themselves, but not carrying out their
obligations to the Chamber of Conunerce.
Immediately I noticed it T requested the
Crown Solicitor to draft an amendment
which would protect the others who had
assisted in producing this year’s erop.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Was the amend-
ment passed.?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Yes,
wo had it inserted in another place.
This is it now before the Committee.
Once we ygot back from the settler the
amount we have advaunced, and we have
distributed the surplus, that settler is
finished with us. But he cannot get
cloar until the surplus is clistributed.
Once he has paid off what we have
advanced we distrilute his surplus, and
he is finished with us.

Mr. THOMSON : Then 1 understand
the position is that at present the Indus-
tries Assistance Board cannot release a
farmer, even if he offers the whole of the
money they have advanced to him ; but,
if after he has taken off his harvest he
offers to pay and he has a surplus of,
say £3, that will be distributed among his
creditors and he will be free of the
board.



1592

The Minister for Lands: Yes, he will
be clear.

Mr. HARRISON : 'Tho Minister now
states that the Board will distribute the
whole of the surplis. I understood
before from the Minister that if the
farmer fulfilled his obligations io the
board and met his just debts under the
third schedule he would be free to
adminigter his surplus himseli.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, once
the provigsions of the third schedule are
complied with, the surplus is his own.

Mr. HARRISON : Suppose o debtor
to the board met his obligation to
the board and ¢leared the debts applying
to the schedule; there might be an old
creditor willing to pay and clear and,
further, there might be other old eredi-
tors. Would they get any advantage ?

The Minister for Lands: They all
stand in. Thet would come under
paragraph 8 of third schedule.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I t(hought
creditors were protected, but apparently
they are only preferential creditors in
regard to this one crop.

The Minister for Works "
only for one year.

Hon. J. MITCHELL :- Can the man
who owes money to the Industries
Assistance Board negotiate the sale of
his produce ¥ I understand the board
has refused to confirm sales of wheat
made by farmers.

The Minister for Lands: Then the
price ¢could not have heen satisfactory.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am told in
that some cases it was up to 4s. 6d.

The Minister for Lands: We have been
locking for sales of that deseription.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hoard
ghould not refuse to confirm any sales
sufficient to cover their advance, what-
ever the price may be.

The Minister for Lands: DBut they
have to protect the other creditors.

Question passed : the Council’s amend-
ment made.

No. 6—Clause 8, add the following
words :— " and by adding to paragraph
7 the words :—* Without limiting the
meaning of the words * debts incurred
in the working expenses of planting and
harvesting the crop in the 1914-15

The Act is
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season,” such working expenses shall
include :  seed, fertilisers, wages, jutes,

an

twines, oils, horse-feed, and stores :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
is the guestion the member for Northam
raised in regard to the inclision of
digtribution under paragraph 7 of the
third schedule for stores advanced for
the planting and harvesting of last
year's crop. The bourd has pointed out
to me that there are great difliculties
in regard to the administration of this
provision, that it is very difficult to
limit the storekeeper to the planting and
harvesting of last year's ¢rop. In many
cagses there are big arrears. running over
some years, and it is difficult to separate
what was spent on last year’s harvest.
To be fair to other creditors we have
to see that they only get in whatever
was spent on  last year's harvest. I
am sineerely sympathetic with the store-
keepers, and T huve tried to argue their
case with the board, but T have always
been met with strong objection.  How-
ever, having gone into it thoroughly
the board now say that despite all
difficulties they will try to comply with
the request made by another place and
allow the storekeeper payment for what
he advanced for harvesting last year,
and at the same time do justice to the
other creditors.

Hon. J. Mitchell : But it is a breach
of faith to drop out the 193-14 crop
&8s has been done. The amendment
should include both 1913-14 and 1914-15.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS :
This will meke it eclear that the para-
graph applies to the 1914-15 season,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It would be
wrong to omit the 1913-14 season.

The Minister for Londs: The in-
clusion of that season was & mistake
made in another place.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Xo, it was
not. In the 1913-14 season, the farmers
were carried on by the storekeepers.

The Minister for Lands: We are
going hack only one year—to 1914-15.

Hon. J. MITCHELIL: It would be
a breach of faith with the storekeepers
to alter the schedule from 1913-14 to
1914-15, TIn the former ycar, the fanmers
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lost their crops and were carried on by
the storekeepers.

The Minister [ur Lands : The crop of
1M4-15 was a failure.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : That is accord-
ing to the statistician’s and not the
storekeepers’ year. There is no reason
why the storekeepers’ who supplied the
farmiers during the year the crop was
a failure, that is to the end of last year,
should not be protected. The Minister
would Jike to escape payment to these
people. T oppose the amendment.

Mr. THOMSON : I do not agree with
the member for Northam, When the
Bill was being discussed 1 was under
the impression that we were to provide
stores to carry the eettler through the
last season and until the 1915-16 harvest.
The Tndustries Assistance Board should
deal sympathetically with the settlers
in the matter of atores. 1f a farmer has
authority from the hoard to get £10
worth of stores a month, he must take
the full guantity whether he requires it
ornot. One month he might require only
£8 worth and the next £12 worth, but
if he foregoes £2 worth one month, he is
not permitted to take the extra quantity
in the next month. A little commen

gense should be exercised in these
matters.
The Minister for Lands : I have told

the board to be as liberal as they can
in these matters,

Question passed ; the Council’s aiend-
ment made,

No, 7—New clause, add the follow-
ing clause (—'* No commodity shall be
supplied or money advanced under the
principal Aet or this Act after the 31st
day of March, 1917 " :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
move—

That the amendment be made.

Question passed ; the Counecil's amend-
ment made,

"\ [The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Resolutions reported, the report

adopted, and & DMessage accordingly
returned to the Council
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ANNTUALTESTIMATES, 1915-16,
In Commiltee of Supply.

Resumed from the 19th October,

Mr. Holman in the Chair.

Public Works Department : {Hon. W,
C. Angwin, Minister) :

Vote—Public Works and Buidings,
£93,102:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon,
W. C. Angwin—XNorth-East Fremantle)
[10-45]: In introducing the Estimates
of this department, 1 only want as
briefly as possible, to show what the
position has been in the Works Depart-
ment for the last year. The total
expenditure for the year has been
£1,475,073, This hag been made up,
from Loan fund, £730,506, revenue,
works and buildings, £132,780, trading
concerns, £568,4368, and property trust
£43,351, or a grand total of £1,475,073.
During the discussion on the Estimates,
while they have been under review by
the Committee this session, a good
deal has been said on the guestion of
economy in the departments. I want
to point out that in the Public Works
Department, the total expenditure on
salaries for the past year was £46,384,
or £23.225 less than it was for the year
1611-12. It is & fact of course that
the Water Supply Department was at
that time administercd by the Public
Works Departiment. Since then there
have been brought into existence the
brick works, the implements works,
and the quarries, the salaries and ad-
minigtration of which are included in
the amount I have given, For the
information of hon. members, I have
had prepared a return showing the per-
centage of salaries to expenditure during
the past ten years, in order to demonstrate
that during the past year the admin-
istration charges for the Public Works
Department have heen decreased. In
the year 1005-6 the expenditure on
works and buildings was £529,208, the
total salaries for the year amounted to
£49,135, and the percentage of salaries to
expenditure was 9-28. For the year
1906-7 the expenditure was £681,979,
the palaries paid amounted to £53,278,
and the percentage of salaries to ex-
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penditure was  7-81. For the year
1907-8 the expenditure was £876,9756
the salaries amounted to £54,383, and
the percentage of salaries to expenditure
was 8-03. For the year 1908-9 the
expenditure was £780,727, the total
salaries amounted to £51,035, and the
percentage of salaries to expenditure was
6-53. TFor the year 1909-10 the ex-
penditure was £782,407, the salaries
paid amounted to £50,906, and the per-
centage of salaries to expenditure was
6-50. For the year 1910-1]1 the ex.
penditure was £1,150,149 the salaries
paid amounted to £55,999, and the
percentage of salaries to expenditure
was 4-87. TFor the year 19)1-12 the
expenditure was £1,481,931, the salaries
amounted to £69,610, and the per-
centage of salaries to expenditure was
4'70. For the year 1912-13 the ex.
penditure was £1,421,990, the salaries
paid amounted to £57,697, and the
percentage of salaries to expenditure
wns 4:057. For the year 1913-14 the
expenditure was £1,091,602, the salaries
paid amounted to £48,763, and the
percentage oi salaries to expenditure
was 4-466. 1 may explain that in
this year, 1913-14, the State Sawmills
were started ; but the sawmill salaries
are not included in the figures I have
given. For 1914-15 expenditure was
£1,016,696 and salaries, again excluding
gsawmill snlaries, were £46.384, or =a
percentage of 4-563. In the case of
the State Sawmills, for 1913-14 the
expenditure amounted to £84,678 and
salaries to  £743. the percentage
being -877: while the corresponding
amounts for 1914-15 are £410,088 and
£1,925, the percentage working out
at -489. The figures I have quoted
show that there is little ground for
complaint as regard the administration
cost of the Works Department. During
last year the department have done
and during the current year they are
doing a considerable amount of work for
the Commonwealth ; and we anticipate
receiving from Commonwealth depart-
ments during this year approximately
£7,500 " towards our expenditure on
salaries and incidentals. As hon. mem-
hers are aware, the Works Department
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wre ¢arrying out work conneeted with
the Perth General Post Office and have
also in hand a numnber of buildings for
the Defence Department, Ti payments
in this connection from the Common-
wealth are credited, a further substantial
reduction in the Works Department’s
percentage of salaries to expenditure
will be shown, The principsl items of
expenditure from revenwe during the
past year were: roads and bridges (in-
cloding subsidies at the decreased rate}
£37,239, harbours and rivers £21,222, ad-
ditions and repairs to public buildings
£16,798, hospitals and quarantine stations
£4,798, and school buildings £14,396.
Expenditure under the head of trading
concerns was as follows :—Brickworks
£2,764, implement works £142,300,
quarries £11,389, and sawmills £411,993,
The principal items of expenditure from
the property trust account were : bridges
£3,193, school buildings £28,698, and
sewerage connections to publie buildings
£8,396. It will thus be seen that, taking
all these items into consideration, the
Works Department’s expenditure has
heen fairly heavy and that a good deal
of work has been carried out by the
dopartmental officers during the past
year. The revenue collected by the
department  during 1914-15  totalled
£408,957 l4s. 1d., under the following
heads: traffic receipts from railways
under construction £6,336 lls. 7d., hire
of plant £186 19s., rents (exclusive of
lands) £8,876 11s. 4d., reimbutsemeénts
in aid generally £5,140 12s. 8d., reimburse.
ments in aid for uso of motor cars £290
3s. 5d., State Implement Works £73,713
3s. 5d., State Quarries £10,305 19s. 5d.,
State Brickworks £890 13s. 3d., and
State Sawmills £303,117. The total of
£408,957 represents a large increase on
last year's total revenue, which was
£154,445. Since the 30th June, 1914,
304 miles of railway have been ecom-
pleted and added to the railway system,
making & totel mileage of 3,3314. The
railways completed during the year are :
Wongan Hills-Mullewa 198 miles, Wicke-
pin-Merredin (Corrigin section) 37 iles,
Brookton-Kunjin 56 miles, and Yilli.
mining-Kondinin 73 miles; a total of
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364 miles. The lines of railway now
under construction are: Wyalcatchem-
Mount Marshall, Newcastle-Rolgart ex-
tension, Wagin-Bowelling, Kukerin-Lake
Grace, and Esperance northwards. Rails
have been laid and traffic is being carried
on the Wryaleatchem-Mount Marshall
line for a distance of 28 miles, and on
the Wagin-Bowelling line for 19 miles.
In connection with harbour works good
headway has been made. The Ffrst
section of the Fremantle harbour will be
completed in a fow weeks. I wish to
mention at this point that the whole of
the wharves at Fremantle are now com-
pleted, the last pile having been driven,
and that no further whari extension
can be mado at Fremantle until altera-
tions are made a3 regards railways and
bridges The dredging of the Fremantle
harbour from a depth of 33 feet to ons
of 36 feet is now in hand. The increased
depth is urgently needed in view of
the larger vessels now trading to the
port. The Albany jetty is well advanced,
and we anticipate that by the end of
the curcent financial year the first
section, which is now in hand, will be
comploted. As hen. members have pro-
viously been informed, it is intended to
malke the Albany jetty much wider
eventually than it is being constructed
at present, and also to provide shed
accommodation and so forth. Further
extensions will be made when funds are
available. The extension of the Bunbury
breakwater has been begun, and we
intend to push on with the work., Hon.
members will have noticed in yester-
day’s nmewspapers a report of a heavy
blast in the Roelands quarry, whith
proved very successfiul and will effect a
decrease in the cost of quarrying for
the Bunbury breakwater, As regards
Geraldton harbour, preliminary investi-
gations have been made and quarries
located for harbour extension work : and,
as I informed the member for Geraldton
a few weeks ago, it i3 my intention to
visit that port with the Engineer-in-Chief
as soon as the session closes, with a
view of ascertaining what scheme is best
for the port, where increased accom-
modation is urgently needed. Hon.
members will realise that our greatest
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difficulty at Geraldton is increased depth.
In view of the large ares under crup
in the districts of which Geraldton is
the natural port, it is essential that
steps should be taken as soon as possible
to improve the harbour facilities. During
the past year 31 school buildings and
quarters have been erected , as well as
41 pavilion class rooms for open air
teaching ; while additions have been
carried out to 18 other schools and at
the end of the financial year six new
schools were under construction. Hon.
mombors will see from these figures that
the Government have not neglected the
provision of school accommodation.
The Wooroloo Sanatorium which has
been in eourse of construction for some
time is now nearing completion and we
hope that a great number of sufferers
will benefit by its erection. Turning to
the Estimates for the present financial
year it will be found that the amount
provided for works and buildings, in-
cluding salaries and contingencies, is
£03,102, a decrease of £39,678 as com-

pared with last year's expenditure.
The salaries total £7,000; rents, insur-
ance, incidentals, etc., £6,475; roads

and bridges, including subsidies to boards
snd municipalities on the same basis
as last year, £36,300; harbours and
rivers, £8,770 ; public buildings £25,883 ;
hospitals, etc., £3,130. Wea found it
necessary, owing to our finaneial position
to construct s number of buildings last
year from the Property Trust Estirnates
and the emount provided this year is
£89,018, The principal items on which
it is proposed to expend this money are
roads and bridges, £6,108 ; harbours and
rivers, £21,600; sewerage connections
{public buildings) £17,000; hospitals,
ete., £10,160; police stations, £3,755 ;
school buildings, £23,147. I might add
for the information of hon. members
that the only regret I have had sinee I
have held office of Minister for Works is
on account of my inability to comply with
the many requests which have come to
the department from various parts of
the State. I have said “ No” so often
to hon. members during the past 12
months that now they have arrived at
the conclusion that it is useleas to ap-
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proach me, and no deputations ¢all on
me now because it is realised that I have
no money at my disposal to enable me
to grant requests. My refusal to accede
to the many requests which have been
made to me from wvarious parts of the
State have been due solely to the canse
I have mentioned. I would have been
only too pleased to be in the position
to carry out meny important works.
It has been due solely to lack of funds
that I have not been able to meaintain
the popularity of the Public Werks de-
partrient, a popularity which it has
enjoyed for many years past. I am
hoping however, that times will improve
and that before long it will be possible
to satisly the demands of the people
in the State, and that wo shall be able
to show the same cnergy as we have
always displayed in the past.

Mr. Heitmann: Who is responsible
for the concrete work at the Sana-
torium ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member can ask that question on
the Loan Estimates. In submitting my
Estimates to the Committee 1 shall
conclude by saying that we have en-
deavoured to keep down expenses as
far as possible, and that my only regret
is that the Estimates do not include
many more items for the purpose of
mecting the requircments of the State.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)
Progruss reported.

House adjourned at 11-7 p.m.

[COUNCIL.]

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 26th October, 1915.

Pace
Tupers presented .. . 1896
Asient to Bills . 18946
Joint Select Commlttee. Mone; ¥ H:]ls Procedure
report presenied 1888
Motion : Venerenl Disenses, wniform lems!ntlon 1896
Bils: Vermin Bonrds Act Amendmeut, report,,, 1-88
Geuwern] Loan nnd Inseribed Stack Act
Amendment, 2R, Com. 1848
Industries A slstmu:e Acl Amendmenn,
Messnge ... . . ... 1849
Laod Act Ameendment, 5. . 1889
Weights and Me sures, Messige . 1899
Hen.th Act Amendmeut, Com. . 1808
Bines Reenlation Aet Amemlment \Ivs-nge a3
Licensing Act Amendwent Conlinnance,
Mossage . 1913
Joint Select l.,nmmlttee. Horse- mcmf’ control
to adopt report.. .. 1913

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.3 pom., and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Abattoirs

Act, 1908, regnlations, 2, Stoek Dis-
eases Aect, 1895, regnlations. 3, Muni-
~ipal Cornorations Aet, 1906, by-laws

for the regulation of motor and other
traflic.

ASSENT TOQ BILLS.

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1, Roads Aect Amendment and Contin-
uaiion,

2. Colteslee Beach Rates Validation.

3, Postonement of Debts Aet Con-
tinnanece,

4, Marriage Act Amendment.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY PBILLS PROCEDURE.

Hoen, W. Kingsmill broaght np the re-
port of the Joint Seleet Cominittee on
maney hills pmcedure.

Repurt raeeived, read and ordered to
he printed.
MOTTON—~VENEREAT, DISEASES,

TNTFORM LEGISLATTON.
Hon. J. DUFFELL  (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.42]: T move—
Thot, in the opinion of this House,

it i dexirable tha! the Govermment



